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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Wright Brothers Institute Mourns the Loss of Executive Director 
 

Dayton, January 9, 2020:  Wright Brothers Institute (WBI) is saddened 
to announce the unexpected passing of Executive Director 

 Dr. David Walker on January 8, 2020 in Dayton, Ohio.   

 

Dr. Walker’s tenure with Wright Brothers Institute began in June of 
2019. His reputation for Air Force innovation was widely known in 

defense communities and he was passionate about what WBI and 

the Air Force Research Laboratory could accomplish in the coming 

months. He elevated both organizations with his outstanding 
leadership, friendship, and mentorship to so many during his storied 

career. 

Previously Dr. Walker served as the Research and Development Portfolio director with the Office of Naval 

Research (ONR). Prior to his service at ONR, Dr. Walker was the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Air Force 

for Science, Technology and Engineering, Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Acquisition, 

Washington, D.C. He prepared policy, guidance and advocacy for the Air Force's annual $2 billion science 
and technology program and served as the functional manager for more than 20,000 military and civilian 

scientists and engineers. 

Dr. Walker retired from an active-duty Air Force career as a colonel in 2006. As a master navigator, he has 
more than 2,700 hours in 65 different types of aircraft including the RF-4C and the F-15E. He served in a 

variety of assignments in operations, developmental test and evaluation, science and technology and the 

Air Staff.  

Dr. Walker’s multi-service expertise helped WBI rapidly connect technology developed inside AFRL to men 

and women in uniform. The Air Force Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) Office, Air Force Life Cycle 

Contact: Jennie Hempstead 
Director, Communications 
Wright Brothers Institute  
5000 Springfield St. Suite 100 
Dayton, OH 45431 
Phone: (937) 424-8676 
Jennie.Hempstead@wbi-innovates.com 

  



WRIGHT BROTHERS INSTITUTE  PAGE 2 

FOR RELEASE JANUARY 9, 2019 

Management (AFLCMC) and Air Force Special Operations Command (SOCOM) are some of the Air Force 

organizations leveraging WBI’s innovation and commercialization practices.  

Dr. Walker will be deeply missed by many in the Dayton region, and beyond. 

######## 

 

About Wright Brothers Institute 

Wright Brothers Institute (WBI) is a cutting-edge innovation and technology commercialization center for 
the Air Force Research Laboratory, with facilities located just outside of WPAFB in Dayton, OH.  We drive 

fast, agile innovation that enables successful technology development to solve the Air Force’s most 

complex challenges by leveraging resident experts, unique facilities, disruptive innovation processes and 

extensive networks. We leverage subject matter experts and intellectual property from AFRL and SBIR 
companies to unlock the right problem, connect to new partners and synchronize transition pathways 

through our commercialization partners. Utilizing the Partnership Intermediary Agreement (PIA), WBI 

provides connectivity between the government and small businesses, academia, state and local 

governmental agencies and non-traditional partners. WBI was one of the first organizations to establish a 
PIA with the Air Force, in 2002. 

To receive updates about future events at all Wright Brothers Institute locations, visit www.wbi-

innovates.com. Follow Wright Brothers Institute on Twitter @wbiinnovates, on facebook @WBIInnovates and 
on LinkedIn at Wright Brothers Institute. 
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